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Maketu elder sheds fit ht on 
Cuts and fords along the Kaituna River 

and Maketu Estuary have raised the inter-
est of many Te Puke Times' readers in re-
cent weeks, indicating some confusion as 
to where and when changes along the river 
and estuary have taken place in the past 
100 years. 

Maketu kauinatua Bob Gourlay is an-
ydous to put the record straight as he says 
too many people have got their facts 
wrong. 

Mr Gourlay, now in his late 70s, has lived 
in the Maketu area all his life and is one of 
the few people able to accurately record 
the changes in the river and estuary. 

In a letter to the Te Puke Times last week 
Mr Gourlay gives his first-hand account of 
those changes... 

I have decided to write about the Maketu Es-
tuary and river and what has happened in my 
lifetime as there are not many people about now 
who remember when the two cuts werc.put in at 
fords. 

Abput 1908 the river broke out at Te Tumu, one 
of the reasons for that was the big Ngai Terangi Pa 
that had been there in the early 19th century. The 
traffic and dragging of canoes across the sandhills 
would have weakened them. The sandhills be-
tween Maketu and 'Fe Tumu Pa were large, unbro-
ken and quite wide. At the Maketu end there was a 
bay, there was no break in the sand dunes between 
Maketu and Te Tumu, as shown in the map put in 
your paper by River Wise. 

The sandhills were very large and could he seen 
when coming from Te Puke, from where Mr Ben-
ncr now farms (a Mr George Hines owned the farm 
then). Coming from Paengaroa, the same sandhills 

the sand dunes and after that you could sec the 
river slicing through the sandhills like a knife 
through cheese. 

At the Maketu end, the bay that I mentioned 
earlier was the narrowest part. The late Mr Kin 
Tapsell had the contract to clear a cut tbrough the 
sand to water levet. He did the job with teams, 
horse scoops and drays. The dredge eventually 
reached Maketu. 

The opening of the cut at Maketu was a big day 
for that time. All the school children were given it 
holiday. There were three launches carrying mem-
bers of the Arawa Trust Board and the official 
party. One of Tapsell's big guns was loaded on a 
small hilt just up from the rock. The big gun was 
fired as the launches sailed out. They sailed out 
and sailed in again and the cut blocked up. In the 
meantime, the river was slicing its way down, 
heading for home. 

While the river bar was up at Te Tumu the 
estuary was still very bountiful. I can remember 
helping haul a net in the estuary from the sandhills 
side. We would haul all kinds of fish - snapper, 
kahawai, flounder, pippies and cocklcs were there 
in abundance. Bird life was also more plentiful 
then. 

The argument about where the river mouth be-
longs could be settled quite easily by letting the 
river work its way past the sheet metal and con-
Crete groin that is there at present. Once it got past 
the groin it would take off. The river would even 
take the old pa site this time and would also clean 
up the estuary of sand. 

The sand spit that is there now is not the original 
sand spit. I have already tried to explain the size of 
the old sandhills or dunes. As the river worked its 

river story 

could he seen I rum where Nh Spi It now JiVUS. 
The swamp in that period I am talking about was 

covered in raupo flax and heavy tea-tree. The land 
was owned by Mr Robert King, who owned all the 
land stretching from the Maketu cemetery and old 
mission property to the Whakaane Road where 
Mr Hunt now farms. 

It was decided to put cuts in to drain the swamp. 
The low land which AFFCO now owns was under 
water every winter as was the land further down. 
Whoever was in charge of the works at that time 
made a big mistake. After the cuts were put in they 
thought that the river would help the dredge as it 
worked its way down to Maketu. The river behind 
the dredge kept breaking out and cutting across to  

way back to Maketu the present sand spit formed 
behind the river. The present spit is made of pure 
sand, up at the old pa site, the spit started there 
about 80 years ago. 

The old spit must have been there for hundreds 
of years as they were as big or bigger than the 
Pukehina spit and covered in tussock etc. Also the 
spit was a battle ground as there were human hones 
buried in the sand. The hones were all swept out to 
sea, as was everything else that was in the way. My 
grandmother and mother's generation told us that 
the river broke out at Te Tumu in about 1908 and it 
took about 20 years for the river to reach Maketu 
in 1928. Regardless of the cuts at fords, the river 
was on the way hack. 

The sketch put in by River Wise is pure non-
sense, as the river could not have broken out half-
way along. That is one of the reasons I am writing 
this letter. 

Glen Wigley, Te Puke Times, 28 August, 
1991, quotes it history of the Tauranga county by 
Evelyn Stokes. livelyn Stokes also mentions the 
survey party which surveyed the Te Puke block. 
That party included crown agent Mr J C Young, 
district surveyor Eric Goldsmith, native interpreter 
Mr Warbrick and Hans leni Tapsell, native asses-
sor and also interpreter to the court. 

My maternal grandmother, Ngawaka Tupaca 
Warmington was 1-fans leni Tapsell's eldest 
daughter. I was horn in Maketu in the area known 
as Parowai, not far from the rivermouth, and star-
ted school at Paengaroa more than 71 years ago 
and finished school at Maketu 1929. 

There are a few older folk than me in Maketu at 
present, but they were not living in Maketu when 
the cuts at fords were put in. 
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I Marcus James Wilkins, resident of the Pongakawa District for 70 
of my 80 years (the past 10 years living at Lake Rotoiti - source of 
the Kaituna river) wish to add my voice to those of other river users 
to request the uplifting of the 5 km restriction imposed on the 
Kaituna River from the Mungarewa stream to the Upper Reaches 
and Gorges. 

This restriction was imposed some time ago at the request of local 
landowners whose properties bound the river, who claimed bank 
erosion was caused by the wash of jet boats. Now proved to not be the 
case. 

Flood events such as the recent heavy rain event in the catchment 
area cause major damage. After one such rain event some years ago, 
we were on the river in the jet boat, and were dismayed to see 
rubbish - baling twine, shelter cloth, plastic bale wrap old household 
and agricultural items, - stranded high up in the trees well above the 
normal river level. There had been a "blow out" caused by the rain, 
effecting a property bounding the river, where a mini gully had 
been created washing items from the farm rubbish tip down the bank 
and into the water. this was reported to EBOP by us and the jet 
operators. 

This upper reach of the river is very beautiful and only accessible by 
jet boat for fishermen, visitors and canoeists needing transport to the 
top end. 

A Commercial Jet boat operated on this section successfully and 
safely for many years with other users. 

On Monday 4th July I had the pleasure of the company of Mr. Doug 
Leader chairman of the Regional council, and Mr Peter Buell, 
Harbour Master, aboard my boat for a trip on the river, on a fact 
finding mission, and to experience river boating on the Kaituna. 

I see no valid reason for the restriction now in place not to be lifted. 
This scenic gem on our doorstep is an undeniable asset. 

I conclude my submission. I will make myself available for further 
dialogue. 

Marcus J Wilkins 	email j uanita929slingshot.co.nz  
187a Te Akau Road R.D. 4 Rotorua. 3074. 
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Tom Walters 

Chairman. Te Tumu Kaituna 7132 
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tom(i),waItcrsland.co.nz  

4 TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

July 6 2016 

KAITUNA RIVER 

As a representative of a number of entities within the environs of the Kaituna River and the 
ocean and beaches thereabouts and a leader in Maori investment into both sustainable 
environment decisions and adventure tourism I advocate the uplifting of the boat speed limit on 
the Kaituna River. 

There are opportunities for those interested in our communities to enjoy the splendours and 
beauty of the Kaituna River without the imposition of speed and access limitations. 

We recognise there are several areas along the populated areas of the river where less speed and 
care must be taken. Those of us conversant with these areas of use access those areas with extra 
caution, reduced speed and diligence and we should not be denied access caused by the folly and 
ignorance of others. 

To the contrary. I believe registration of those desirous of utilising the Kaituna River for tourism 
and fishing purposes could effectively generate a society of gatekeepers where they police users 
and in particular abusers. 

Provision of literature describing the river and potential health and safety hazards should become 
part of the proposed registration package. Registration would be similar to an Access Licence, a 
fee will be applicable and a safety vest validating bona fide registration could be imposed. Those 
who register will require regular Health and Safety and River Condition updates. 

I am happy to assist in implementation of the preceding. 

Nga mihi. 

Tom Walters 
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