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READER’S GUIDE 

There may be some parts of this regional plan that are of particular interest to the reader.  To find 
these parts, the following guide gives a brief summary of what each chapter is about. 

Section 1 Introduction: names the regional plan; defines its geographical coverage and the resource 
management issues within its scope; and outlines the purpose of the regional plan. 

Section 2 Kaitiakitanga: provisions to address section 6(e), 7(a) and 8 of the Resource Management 
Act 1991. 

Section 3 The Integrated Management of Land and Water:  provisions to address the integrated 
management of land and water resources in the Bay of Plenty region.  Includes surface water and 
groundwater quality, soil conservation and land management practice issues (including riparian 
management), and effects of land cover on water quantity.  

Section 4 Discharges to Water and Land: specific provisions to manage the adverse effects of 
discharges of contaminants to water and land, discharges of water to water, stormwater discharges, 
and discharges from existing contaminated sites.  This chapter relates to section 15 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

Section 5 Water Quantity and Allocation: provisions to allocate surface and groundwater, manage 
the adverse effects of damming and diversion, address the artificial control of lake water levels, and 
manage flood hazards. This chapter relates to section 14 of the Resource Management Act 1991.  
Instream minimum flow requirements are established in this chapter.  

Section 6 Beds of Rivers, Streams, Lakes and Wetlands: provisions to manage the effects of 
activities in, on, under or over the beds of rivers, streams, lakes, and land drainage canals.  Covers 
structures, disturbances of the bed, deposition of substances, reclamation and drainage, introduction 
or removal of plants, and stock presence in the beds of surface water bodies.  This chapter relates to 
section 13 of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

Section 7 Geothermal Resources: provisions to manage the allocation, damming and diversion, 
discharge of geothermal heat, fluid and energy.  Drilling of geothermal bores and geothermal hazards 
are also addressed.  This chapter relates to sections 14 and 15 of the Resource Management Act 
1991.   

Section 8 Wetlands: provisions to protect and maintain wetlands in the region, and encourage the 
creation of new wetlands in appropriate areas.   

Section 9 Regional Rules: contains regional rules relating to sections 3 to 8 of this regional plan. 

Section 10 Financial Contributions: defines circumstances where financial contributions may be 
used in relation to activities controlled by this regional plan, and the amount of the financial 
contribution. 

Section 11 Information to be submitted with Resource Consent Applications: directs resource 
consent applicants to contact Environment Bay of Plenty to ensure sufficient information is submitted 
with a consent application.  

Section 12 Anticipated Environmental Results: the environmental outcomes that are expected as a 
result of provisions in this regional plan. 

Section 13 Cross Boundary Issues: the methods and processes that will be used to identify and 
address resource management issues that cross the boundaries between districts, and between 
regional councils. 

Section 14 Plan Review Process: the process that will be used to review this regional plan, and 
assess the effectiveness and efficiency of its provisions. 

Schedules 1 to 14: Contain more detailed information and data related to the above sections 
necessary to the provisions and requirements of the regional plan. 

Definition of Terms used in this regional plan. 
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