
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are special rules that apply to water skiing within  
Ohiwa Harbour. Water Skiing is confined to one area  
– west of the Port Ohope boat ramp.

Turning buoy Turning buoy

Boating through channel

Southern row of buoys

Boat  
Ramp

No swimming

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

▪	 Please ensure your vessels are loaded and prepared for 
launch prior to using the ramp.

▪	 Do not wash down your vessel on the ramp.
▪	 Do not leave rubbish or fish remains on or around the ramp: 

please use the bins provided.
▪	 Please familiarise yourself with the rules and regulations for 

the area you intend using. There are information signs at 
most launching facilities.

▪	 Please clear the ramp as quickly as possible.
▪	 Please be courteous to other ramp users and offer 

assistance wherever possible. 

Powerloading vessels onto trailers  
is not permitted.

Please note that the launching ramps and their maintenance is 
the responsibility of the local district council. 

It is a legal requirement throughout New Zealand that 
every pleasure boat has on board a Personal Flotation 
Device for each person. The PFD has to be the correct size 
to fit properly and it must be in a serviceable condition.

It is a legal requirement for everyone to wear a PFD in all 
situations where there is a heightened risk. Heightened 
risk means crossing bars, strong tides, or in water that is 
rough for the size of the boat.

If you are being towed, either in a boat, water skiing or 
similar activity, you are required to wear a lifejacket  
at all times. 

When using a jet ski, it is recommended that you wear a 
life jacket at all times.

International distress and calling signal 	 16

Boat to boat 	 6

Waihau Bay Coastguard	 83

Whakatane Coastguard Working Channel 	 80

The entrance to the Whakatane Harbour can be difficult and 
caution should be shown during all bar crossings. Bar condition 
reports are broadcast on radio station 1XX FM just after the 
local news on the hour, along with the marine forecast and sea 
conditions. 1XX broadcasts on 90.5 FM and 1242 AM, and at 
Ohope Beach on 92.9 FM. 

▪	 Weather forecast
▪	 Life jackets of the correct size for all on board
▪	 Bailer, oars and boathook
▪	 Emergency equipment, i.e. flares, VHF radio, cellphone, 

torch
▪	 Fire extinguishers
▪	 First Aid Kit
▪	 Tell someone where you are going and when you will return
▪	 Spare fuel
▪	 Anchor with chain and enough rope
▪	 Knife
▪	 Chart of area
▪	 It is wise to include the following, especially outside the  

harbour limits:
▪	 An emergency position indicator radio beacon – EPIRB
▪	 Communications – VHF or SSB radio

1.	 Check the boat, engine and equipment before leaving.
2.	 Check the weather forecast and tides before leaving.
3.	 Tell someone where you’re going, and when you’ll return.
4.	 Avoid alcohol when boating.
5.	 Never overload the boat.
6.	 Take a proper lifejacket for each person on board;  

wear them.
7.	 Have aboard: anchor, bailer, spare fuel, torch, warm gear.
8.	 Guard against fire.
9.	 Know the: Collision Prevention Rules, local Navigation and 

Safety Bylaws.
10.	Take two means of communication that work even when 

wet: VHF Radio, flares, EPIRB, cellphone in a plastic bag.

KEEP RIGHT

Working with our communities for a better environment
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