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Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Strategy Group Meeting - 2 December 2011

Present:	

Chairman:	Mayor K Winters (Rotorua District Council)

Members:	Chairman J Cronin, Councillor L Thurston (Alternate) Bay of Plenty Regional Council
	Deputy Chair W Emery, T Marr (Alternate) Te Arawa Lakes Trust 
	Councillor K Hunt, Councillor G Searancke (Alternate) Rotorua District Council

Appointees:	C Sherley (Ministry for the Environment)

In Attendance:	Bay of Plenty Regional Council - Councillors R Bennett, T Eru and I Noble, A Bruere (Lake Operations Manager), G Corbett (Manager Land Resources), , A Grayling (Lakes Project Manager), E Grogan (Group Manager Water Management),  M Henton (Planner), M Macleod (Chief Executive), K Maki (Sustainable Develolpment Manager), R Mallinson (Senior Land Management Officer),  W Murray (Group Manager Land Management),  S Omundsen (Senior Planner), L Thompson (Senior Communications Advisor) and S Cubbon (Committee Administration).  	Rotorua District Council - Councillors D  Donald, B Gould, M Roukawa-Tait, L Dagg (Planning Services Manager), P Guerin (Chief Executive), R Jull (Senior Policy Planner), G Manzano (Hydrus Consultants).  R Mihinui (Chief Executive Officer) Te Arawa Lakes Trust, M Flanagan (Ministry for the Environment) and members of the public.

Apologies:	T Curtis (Chairman, Te Arawa Lakes Trust),
	Chairman J Cronin (for lateness) and Councillor N Oppatt (Bay of Plenty Regional Council)
		M Pinckard (Ministry for the Environment)




Click here to enter text.
Reports
Review of Aquatic Weed Control for Amenity Purposes on Rotorua Lakes
Manager Land Resources (Rotorua) Greg Corbett and Senior Land Management Officer, Richard Mallinson discussed the aquatic weed infestations within the Rotorua Lakes area that had resulted in major impacts on lake ecology, biodiversity, water quality and recreational use.  Regional Council had received an increasing number of requests for aquatic weed control for both safety and recreational use.  Members noted that management of aquatic pests within the Rotorua Lakes area involved a number of agencies, complicated by different policies, which had proved frustrating for the public.  
The Bay of Plenty Regional Council had commissioned APR Consultants Ltd to investigate the scale and nature of the issue, and the work completed to date showed a clear rationale for aquatic weed control to meet the expectations of affected communities.  Members were advised Regional Council had provisionally budgeted $50,000 within the draft Ten Year Plan for lakeweed control to be targeted to amenity areas and questions were answered by staff regarding this funding.
 Resolved

Receives the report, Review of Aquatic Weed Control for Amenity Purposes on Rotorua Lakes.
  Thurston/Emery
CARRIED


Approval of de-stratification project for Lake Rotoehu
The Lake Operations Manager, Andy Bruere presented the report that requested approval for a de-stratification trial in Lake Rotoehu.  Not currently listed as a proven intervention, the project therefore needed endorsement by independent scientists and from the Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Strategy Group.  Members were informed that strong support from all parts of the community had been received for the project. The total cost of the trial would be funded through existing Deed funding, and Mr Bruere pointed out that the concept of de-stratification was yet another technique to be compared with others.
Resolved

Receives the report, Update on De-stratification Project for Lake Rotoehu, and
Approves de-stratification trail in Lake Rotoehu as part of our Deed of Funding as a requisite precursor to treating sediment in Lake Rotorua; and	
Recommends Staff submit a report to the Crown in accordance with clause 4.7.2 providing independent verification of the suitability and effectiveness of the intervention outcomes
Supports the initiative to install the de-stratification equipment in Lake Rotoehu as a precursor to possible application in Lake Rotorua.
  Thurston/Marr
CARRIED

Bay of Plenty Regional Council's position statements on land use and land management change in the Lake Rotorua catchment
Sustainable Development Manager, Kataraina Maki and Senior Planner, Sarah Omundsen put forward the request for feedback on the Bay of Plenty Regional Council's position statements on land use and land management change in the Lake Rotorua catchment.  
Attendance
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Chairman John Cronin joined the meeting at 10.20 a.m.
Members had been made aware that changes in rural land use and land management across the Lake Rotorua catchment were necessary to achieve nutrient reduction requirements, and the position statements clearly identified the role and direction the Regional Council intended to take.  Ms Maki advised a discussion document would be prepared for public feedback early in 2012 to gather views on what the community wanted from changes and how much change was deemed appropriate.
Resolved

Receives the report, ‘Bay of Plenty Regional Council's position statements on land use and land management change in the Lake Rotorua catchment’.
Hunt/Emery  
CARRIED

Programme Report
The Programme Report was presented by Warwick Murray and covered key issues and actions associated with the implementation of the Strategy for the Lakes of Rotorua District, not otherwise covered in the agenda.  Mr Murray discussed the publication of Report Cards noting staff were looking at some changes in presentation to make these a little easier for the average ‘man-in-the-street’ to read.  Meantime Mr Bruere advised TLI levels of lakes in the district had come down considerably, with Lake Rotoma showing a significant improvement.
The development of a new Strategy was the subject of a public workshop held on 1 December 2011 and some Group members had been in attendance.  They commented on the excellent presentations and inspiring speakers at the workshop. 
Mayor Winters spoke of the Lakeside Communities Sewerage Scheme Programme, progressing on time and within budget.
Resolved

Receives the report, Programme Report.
  Thurston/Marr
CARRIED

Te Arawa Lakes Trust Report

Chief Executive Officer, Roku Mihinui provided a verbal update for the Group of the various activities of the Te Arawa Lakes Trust.  An employee from Ministry of Fisheries had been seconded to assist in the drafting of bylaws, a Te Arawa research strategy had been drafted , they were also working with Fish & Game  and the Land and Water Forum and an Iwi leaders group had met to look at water quality problems.

Resolved

Receives the verbal report from Te Arawa Lakes Trust.
  Thurston/Marr
CARRIED


Resolution to exclude the public
THAT the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting.
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows:
Lake Rotoehu agreement to reduce nutrient discharge
Reason
Good reason for withholding exists under Section 48(1)(a)
Grounds
To carry out commercial and industrial negotiations  
Thurston/Hunt
CARRIED
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The meeting closed at 11.05 a.m. at the conclusion of the public excluded report.
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