

























































































































































































The potential effectiveness of the use of cones to signify that
spraying was occurring on a particular property that
adjoined a public space was considered to be variable. It is
noted that there would need to be parameters around the
number of cones and the separation between cones. There
would also be a risk that cones would be stolen.

NZS 8409:2004 Code
of Practice for the
Management of
Agrichemicals

All of the industry organisations support the Code of
Practice.

The standard is very broad and it was considered that only
parts of the standard need to be referenced in the Air Plan
rules.

Horticulture NZ considered that the terminology, definitions,
requirements and content of the Air Plan rules should better
align with NZS 8409:2004 to ensure consistency and provide
greater certainty to growers.

Complaints

The majority of complaints are considered to be in relation
to poor or lack of notification and agrichemical spray drift.

Industry generally considered that given the amount of
agrichemical spraying that occurs every year there were
very few complaints made. This is considered to be a result
of industry’s efforts to increase members/growers awareness
of the Regional Plan requirements and the promotion of
‘good practice’.

It was noted that despite the efforts that have been made by
industry and will continue to be made, there will always be
people that complain (i.e. reverse sensitivity effects or due
to poor neighbour relationships).

Enforcement

General comments were made about the lack of
enforcement action being taken by Council in instances
where serious harm or damage had occurred.

A ‘three-strike’ approach was also suggested whereby an
offender would be given two warnings followed by the
relevant enforcement action.

Industry organisations generally wanted to be informed
when complaints had been lodged against one of their
members/growers and to be involved in the
mediation/remediation/enforcement process.

Terms and Definitions
- ‘Harmful
Concentration’

There were mixed responses as to what ‘harmful
concentration’ meant and how one would know if their
spraying activities had resulted in a harmful concentration
discharging beyond the boundary.

A common response was that it would depend on the
agrichemical being used as to what would constitute a
‘harmful concentration’ i.e. herbicide, pesticide or fungicide.

It was suggested that any terms and definitions should be
consistent with NZS8409:2004.
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Terms and Definitions | Industry organisations are aware of what constitutes a
- 'Sensitive Site’ ‘sensitive site” and would generally like to see this defined in
the Regional Air Plan.

Sprayers

Two sprayers were interviewed as part of this process representing aerial and land-based
applicators. These were Oceania Helicopters Tauranga Limited ("OHTL") and Ranfurly
Orchard Services Limited ("ROSL’).

Summary of Sprayers Responses to Interview Questions

Agrichemical Spraying | Both contractors undertake work all year around.

- General For aerial applications, it is noted that there is the added
effect of noise.

Awareness of Both contractors are well aware of the Regional Air Plan
Regional Air Plan requirements around the application of agrichemicals.
Agrichemical Rules With regard to their clients (i.e. orchardists), they consider

that the level of knowledge and understanding of the rule
varies. However, both contractors endeavour to ensure that
clients are well-informed prior to spraying especially in terms
of notification.

GROWSAFE® Both contractors and their employers are GROWSAFE®
certified. It is noted that industry standards/regulations
require that all applicators hold GROWSAFE® Certification.
Therefore, it is necessary that the contractors hold a current
Certificate.

The certification courses were considered to be ‘variable' and
depended on the instructor and content that was being

covered.
Awareness of the Both contractors are well aware of the notification
Notification requirements and discuss these with their clients prior to

Requirements in the spraying.
Regional Plan

Methods of The contractors generally inform the client of their
Notification responsibility to notify all relevant neighbours prior to the
agrichemical application. Written confirmation that this has
occurred s usually obtained.

In some instances, the contractor will contact the neighbour
(i.e. especially where the neighbour has been problematic in
the past) to ensure that notification is provided.

Contractors encourage orchardists/property owners to
discuss notification requirements with individual neighbours
at the outset of the season,

Consider that notification should occur the evening before




(i.e. weather dependent). Notification twenty days prior to
spraying is considered too long.

Both contractors are aware of and have used the

‘Spraywatch’ system and consider that it is useful in some
circumstances.

Determining who
should be notified

Generally considered that adjoining properties within 50m of
any ground-based agrichemical spraying should be notified
and for aerial applications 200m is generally sufficient.

It was considered that this should be measured from the
boundary of the area where the agrichemical spraying is
occurring.

Signage

Signage is used to signify if spraying is occurring on a
property or part of a property that adjoins a public road.

The amount of signage will depend on the spatial and
physical barriers between the area being sprayed and the
public place. However, both contractors are increasingly
placing signs at either end of that part of the property
boundary which adjoins the public place as well as at the
property entrance.

NZS 8409:2004 Code
of Practice for the
Management of
Agrichemicals

Both contractors are aware of the Standard.

Complaints

Both contractors had had complaints made against them to
the Regional Council. In these instances, the matters were
resolved.

They noted that despite taking all reasonable measures to
prevent spray drift and to ensure that appropriate
notification occurred, there would always be complainants
(i.e. reverse sensitivity and neighbour conflicts). It was also
noted that some complaints were in relation to the smell of
the spray which in itself is not necessarily harmful.

It was also noted that sometimes a contractor can be ‘caught
in the middle’ of a neighbour dispute and blamed. As a result
the contractor has established methods to prevent (or reduce
the likelihood) of this reoccurring i.e. written confirmation
that notification of all relevant neighbours had occurred.

Terms and Definitions
= *Harmful
Concentration’

This term is generally easy to understand and will depend on
the agrichemical being used as to what constitutes a *harmful
concentration’.

Testing of the ‘affected area’ would determine whether or not
the property or person had been harmed by the agrichemical
spray.

Terms and Definitions
- 'Sensitive Site’

Both contractors are aware of what constitutes a ‘sensitive
site’ and take measures to ensure that extra care is taken
around these areas (i.e. schools, bus routes, catteries and
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kennels, gardens).

It was considered that it would be helpful if this term was
defined.

Interested Parties

A number of other parties who have an interest in the assessment of the agrichemical spray
rules were also interviewed as part of this process.

Summary of Sprayers Responses to Interview Questions

Agrichemical Spraying | Agrichemical sprays drift for large distances.

- General The effects on human health from agrichemical spraying are
significant and they have been documented. It is considered
that while the rules attempt to control the impacts of
agrichemical sprays on adjoining properties they do not go
far enough.

Would like to more research directed at finding ‘alterative’
and less harmful sprays or methods.

One party considered that all the components of the rules if
followed (i.e. notification, suitable gualifications and a duty
not to cause harm to humans or the environment) should
mean that adverse effects associated with agrichemical
spraying would be minimised. However, they gquestioned
whether or not the rules were being respected.

Awareness of Awareness of the agrichemical rules is wvaried across
Regional Air Plan sprayers and the public.
Agrichemical Rules Spray contractors and growers should have a fairly good

understanding of the rules due to GROWSAFE® Certification
requirements and industry programmes.

For the public, information and/or a publication about the
realities of rural living would be useful, and would help to
create awareness and alleviate some Issues. It would also be
helpful if a ‘layman’s’ version of the rules was made
available to members of the public.

Awareness of the Awareness of the notification requirements in the Regional

Notification Air Plan across sprayers, orchardists and farmers varies.

Requirements in the Industry groups and some contractors have been working to

Regional Plan increase awareness of the notification requirements to their
growers/members.

Methods of Information about agrichemical spraying (i.e. reasons for

Notification spraying, typical sprays used and times when they may be

applied) should be provided to adjoining properties by the
orchardist/farmer on a regular basis (i.e. annually).

Furthermore, improved relationships with neighbours could




potentially resolve a number of issues around the
notification requirements.

One party noted that despite a requirement for notification,

sprays still drifted across boundaries and created
inconveniences for these properties (i.e. residue).

Determining who
should be notified

The drift associated with agrichemicals can extend a long
way. Therefore, at least all adjoining properties should be
notified regardless of the distance between them and the
area that is being sprayed.

The distances provided in the Air Plan for notification of
adjoining properties should be doubled (i.e. 100m for
ground-based application methods and 400m for aerial
application methods).

Signage

Signage is good but could be improved. For example, it was
suggested that signs (detailing the chemical being used, the
time for safe re-entry, etc) should be placed well beyond
each end of that part of the property that adjoins a public
space. This would ensure that anyone entering such an area
is provided warning well in advance.

To be more effective and to serve its purpose, all signage
should stay erected until it is actually safe to re-enter the
site.

Complaints

Complaints about agrichemical spraying had been made by
all interested parties to the Regional Council.

Opinions about the process were varied with some
considering that the Regional Council’s response was good
while others considered that they were not helpful.

General recognition that it is difficult to prove that a sprayer
has not complied with the spray rules (i.e. had to wait for
the plant to die). It was also noted that the rules made it
difficult for the Council to enforce.

Terms and Definitions
- *Harmful
Concentration’

There is a general understanding of what the term “harmful
concentration’ means.

It is difficult to prove that a particular spray ‘event’ has
resulted in a particular consequence (i.e. death of a plant).
This is primarily due to the fact that the length of time
between the spraying and the death of the plant is generally
four to eight weeks.

Terms and Definitions
- 'Sensitive Site’

A definition of ‘sensitive sites’ should be provided in the
Regional Air Plan. It was suggested by one party that
specific rules should also be introduced to control
agrichemical spraying around such sites (i.e. restrictions on
days and times of the day when spraying can occur).




APPENDIX 7

Analysis of Other Regional Council
Approaches for Controlling Agrichemical
Discharges
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